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lr was not any diſreſpect to the Author of 

Book, againſt which I at firſt intended _— 

em; that made me diſſent from him, as fome 4 
W his Friends” falſly ſuggeſt ; 5 
rect Stra. Of 


15 Account, but | 
But as any diſ- 


— 


| becauſe what J intended by the firſt Letter wa 
to ſhew, wherein my Ie Neclonn 5 


Soul, againſt the Anabaptiſt. But the a 


for ſome Reaſons, I afterwards chang'd ih, 
but T ruth, ſo rather than want an Anfee * 


with his Requeſt, and ſo ſhall only inſiſt on t 


29 44 1 


reſpect to their 88 does not make me recall 3 
their Notions : So I hope it will be no See 


to ſay; I am not ſo fondly in love with their 
Perſons, as for that Reaſon to 1 brace wha 
I take to be their Myjtake. 


mY 


When theſe Papers were firſt drawn up, tl 4 : 
were done in two Letters to the unknown Au. 


thor, which were to have been convey d to hin 


by a private Hand; but my ſudden remove fron 4 1 
the Solitude where I pen d the firſt, prevented it 


When I pen'd the firſt Letter, I had no 
Books by me but a large Bible ; neither had 
much occaſion for any on the Account of that; 3 


3 — By 


was defective: Which being done, in the firl, 
(and having an opportunity of coming to m 4 
Books again in Peace) I thought over the 1 va 
guments again; and ſet my felt 


will find in Subſtance in what follows. If 
in Subſtance, becauſe at firſt I had urg'd ſon * 
things in proof of the Immortality of t % 


of the Book before mention d being no wa 
concern'd in that part of the Controverly ; ; 1 | 
clar d, he would not give me an Anſwer 1 7 1 
publiſh d it in that Dreſs; and tho” I did v8 
at firſt deſign to publiſh what I had wrote, A 4 


Mind ; and as I do not contend for icto 


from ſo able an Adverſary, I have comp "41 


Diſpute depending berwixt him and my 4 
_ 


to draw up m 1 
** 
Reaſons for the contrary Opinion ; which 10 4 


"X with reſpect to the Separate State of the Dead, 
ffence and Prayers for them. 41 
And here I am not aſham'd, or afraid to 
ſay, I will certainly abide by what ſhall ap- 
qpear to be the Truth in this Point: And in 
XZ order to cut the Diſpute as ſhort as I can, I 
declare I take the holy Scripture to be the 
Rule by which I will be determin'd, ſince that 
is the Rule by which I ought to be judg d at 
the Laſt Day. Nay, I will go farther yet, if 
this be not enough, and will grant, that the 
Scripture is no Rule, but as rightly under- 
Rood : Nay, and farther yet, that the Apoſtles 
and their immediate Succeſlors, in what they 
kave ſaid in this Matter, ſha'l be thought the 
beſt Judges in the Caſe. And now. I have 
granted this worthy Gentleman ſo much, I 
hall rely on his Goadneſs in granting me one 
thing, which is, that notwithitanding the Apo- 
ſtles and their immediate Succeflors (gene- 
rally ſpeaking) were the beſt Judges of the 
ſom true Senſe of Scripture, yet they were not ſo 
of t in every particular. For Inſtance, the Apoſtles 
Auth themſelves and their immediate Succeſſors, all 
) wi ſeem to believe that Chriſt would come to 
y : di judge the World in their Days: © All Men be- 
ing big with the hopes of his Second Com- 
ing in Glory, as Juſtin Martyr informs us in 
* his Apol. And then, Secondly, with re- 
ſpect to the Millenium, tho Papias was the firſt 
: that ſpread that Notion, as Euſeb. tells us, Lib. 
\ nfo 3. Chap. 35. yet {renews and others ſoon ran into 
mph 8 the ſame Opinion, and fo in a ſhort time Tra- 


RR 
1 


on dition was pleaded for it: But fince Error is 
y nn almoſt as old as the World, and fo may claim 
win 1 | | | | Tra- 
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Tradition on its Side; I think Tradition alone 
is not a ſufficient Foundation to build an Ar- 
ticle of Faith upon; neither of it ſelf is it a Juf- 
ficient Foundation to build a Doctrine upon, 
which ſhould: bind the Conſciences of Chriſti- 


ans, becauſe it's the Law of God alone that 


ean bind that. Therefore, ſince Tradition 
muſt be at fivſt well begun; and not only fo, 
but mult be handed down without Adulterati- 
ons; it will be neceſſary to know upon what 
Foundation any Tradition is, and originally 


was founded; for the Tradition cannot be more 


certain to us, than the Reaſon is, upon which 
the Tradition ſtands; and if that Thing which 
gave it Being at firſt, was a Phantom, a Thing 
that had no Being but in fome Mens Brains; 


then that Tradition which was at firſt built on 


a non: entity does neceſſarily fall to the Ground. 
Conſequently then whoever urges Tradition in 
Proof of any Point, is in the firſt Place oblig 
to prove the Foundation (upon which it is 


built) lafficient ro ſupport. 88 erer 
built thereen. 


Now Prayet oor the Dead, the Thing abour 
which we are diſputing, is founded, we are 
told, on the Doctrines of a Midale State and 
Place; therefore if ſuch a Middle State and Place 


cannot be prov'd, the Doctrines built upoh this 


Foundation. muſt ſink and diſappear. 


But under Favour, I conceive that neither 8 
Dodrines: of a Middle State; or Place, - eiches 


fingly, or both together, ate a ſufficient Founs 


dation, to build Prayers for the Dead upon; for 


all Prayers to God, muſt be made in Faith, 


that Faith muſt be built on che Word of _ 
17 
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it then no Word of God can be produc'd for it, 
¶ ĩt cannot be ſaid to be made in Faith, unleſs 
We have ſome other Rule of Faith beſides the 


FF Beſides, we ought not to trifle with God in 


S 
1 


FX our Petitions, but to be deeply ſenſible of our 


ſ Neceſſities in having the Thing pray d for 
WER: + 


granted; for unleſs we are deeply ſenſible of 


our Wants, we can never pray with that Fer- 


» 


vency which the Scripture requires as a neceſ- 
2 ſary Qualification for Prayer: If then it be not 
in our Power to know what the Saints depart- 
ed ſtand in Need of, how ſhall we know what 
to ask of God for them? Nay, how can we 
pray either with Faith or Zeal, without which, 
our Prayers will do them no good? Nay, but 
though we would ſhew more Love for, than we 
have Knowledge of them; yer no Man prays 
but with hope to ſpeed. Now ſince the Pro- 
+ miſes of God are the only Ground of Hope, 
here then we have no ſufficient . Ground of 
Hope, we can have no ſufficient Ground to 
pray, and if there be not ſufficient Reaſons to 
build the Notion of Prayer for the Dead upon, 
das I ſuppoſe there is not; then I ſuppoſe all 
will agree, that to pray without ſufficient Rea- 
ſon, and hope without one Word of Promiſe 
( hich is the only Ground of Hope) is equally 
; F-1diculous. Add to this, that the Perſon pray- 
ng, ought not to ask of God a Petition, and 
o take no farther Account of the Matter; but 
e ought to mark well how God anſwers him, 


that ſo he may return Thanks for the Benefit 


1 
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Feceiv d, or continue our Prayers if he delay to 


give 


LS] 
give it; but with Reſpe& to the Dead, how 
can we know any thing of this? 

But I will follow. this Argument no farther 
here, it being not ſo proper for a Preface, as in 
the Deſign ic ict. What I ſhall therefore fur- 
ther add is, to acquit my ſelf of the heavy 
Charge 1 have heard caſt on others, as well as 
my felt, of being reſolv'd before-hand what to 
believe. Now if by being reſolv'd they mean, 
I am rcfolv.d to believe what in Reaſon and 
Conſcience I ougut to believe, I declare I am 
reſolv'd in that Senſe ; but if they mean 1 am 
reſolv d to believe nothing but hat I now be- 
lieve; then I abſolutely reject it as a ſeandalous 
Reflection without J ruth or Reaſon; for I 
believe many Things now, which ſome time 
fince 1 did not, and the Reaſon why I do ſo is, 
becauſe I now ſeg ſufficient Reaſon ſo to do; 
and farther declare Iwill, by the Grace of God, 
believe what thoſe Gentlemen would have me, 
when they can produce ſufficient Reaſons for me 
to build ſuch a Belief upon, and before that, I 
dare not believe it. So that it's rather their 
Fault, and my Misfortune, than their Misfor- 
tune and my Fault; that either they cannot 
| find ſufficient Reaſons to confute me, or give 
me Eyes to ſee, and Judgment to diſcover the 
Force of thoſe Arguments, which like the Me- 
zidian Sun, appear ſo tranſparent to them. 
One Thing more there is which I muſt ac- 
quaint my Reader with; which is, that J have 


2 Great and Learned Antagoniſt to deal with, ih 
and therefore I would have him judge of the 


Performance, by the Reaſons given, rather than 
by the manner of expreſſing them: For if he 


does 


91 


a Ioes not do that; I am ſenſible I ſhall engage at 
Wrcat Diſadvantage; and it will not be juſt to 


* [Kondemn a good Cauſe, becauſe it may chance 
L 3 b have à bad Advocate: and commend a bad 
Fauſe for the ſake of a good one: Let both be 
/ þ partially heard, and (if you can) ſuppoſe it 
5 iible that my Antagoniſt may be miſtaken, 
o well as I; and then as a bad Cauſe will need 
> | a Advocate; ; ſol hope a good one will 
d pt ſuffer becauſe it has no better. For I would 
m "WMvc the Reader conſider, 1f a bad Cauſe have. 
m 3 veak Advocate to plead againſt a right Cauſe, 
Id a great and learned Advocate; I muſt cer- 
48 2 Wnly be ſilenc d immediately : But if on the 
1 rel I ſhall be found to have any thing con- 
ne 3 to ſa ay 1 in Defence of it, I would have 
is, Fic Reader feflect, what Advantage ſuch a 
0 3 "4 6 faule might have receiv'd, had it been ma- 
dd, ig d by an abler Hand. And as it is purely 


ne, o the Sake of Truth that I contend ; ſo no- 
15 ing but the Belief that I have a good Cauſe 
5 & picad, could have prevailed ori me to take 
1elr is Trouble. in Hand: But Iwill however ſup- 


for- | 1 Ie it poſſible I may be miſtaken; and 4 
not 4 $ made appear to me that I am fo, I'll retract 
"he Wy Miſtake, and return the Perſon Thanks that 
the 


| ul do me that Favour ; and I hope the Rea- 
Ve- r will bring the ſame Diſpoſition along with 

, and then hope one Side or other will be 
ac- Itter inform'd by this Debate. 
in all Diſputes, a great many Words, Ad! 
| ch Time may be ſav'd. in ſtating the Diffe-; 
the pee right at firſt erting out? For unleſs the 
than ries cohtending," Have firſt ſtated the Diffe- 
if he i ce : berwixe cel, * can they tell whe- 


ther 


B 


[ 20 ] 4 | 
ther they agree or diſagree, and wherein, wi 
how far ? 9 
Nov the Thing at preſent to be diſputed 5 
whether the Souls of the Righteous after Deati 
are complcatly happy in the Enjoy ment of G0 if 
and Chriſt before the Reſl urrection or not; «8 
whether they are detain'd in an Intermedia. . 
State, and Midale Place, till the Day of Jud, 

ment. If the former be true, then the Prayin i 
Jer the Dead is of no Uſe, as my Oppolers cor 
feſs: And if the latter is ſo, then the Queſtia, 

is, whether Prayers for the Dead is a neceilan, 
Chriltian Doctrine or not? 1 
Naw in order to prove a Doctrine neceſſan 
we muſt produce the Law which makes it ſo 
For if there be no Law to enforce the Duty, 
we are under no Neceſſity of Obedience: an ͤIͤ 
the Reaſon of this is, ONT > of the neceſſan $ 
Relation betwixt Duty and Law: He then 
fore, which makes any thing neceſſary, whici 
neither the Word of God, nor the Church ha 
made ſo, is certainly guilty of adding to th: 
Word of God; becauſe he makes ig to bin 
the Conſeience, and makes more Things nece! 
ſary to Salvation than God has thouglit 59 | 
to make. 
There is a great deal of Difference berwis'f I 
ſaying a Thing has been, and may again be 
done; and ſaying it always was commande 
and muſt of Neceſſity be done; the former ſup 


poles the Thing may be done, as being in i 0 
f not finful ; the other ſuppoſes ſome divix pray 
Law tranſ reird if it be nar. e, and the O and f 
miſſion abſolutely ſinful: Now that God has 1 4 Wand ( 


ny where made i neceſſary to Pray for the * 
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Pes not at all appear from his Word, as thoſe 
ho are the warmeſt Aſſertors of that Doctrine 

ted A re obliged to confeſs ; and ſince People that 

Dex, Wave any Eyes, are willing to make uſe of them, 

© Mid fe for themſelves „ I would vg ſee 
t; M He Law produc'd by which it is made a Duty; | 

nedia; F no ſuch Law can be produc'd, they ought to 

Jud Five us very good Rea ons; and if there be nei- 
Day; Per one nor the other for it, I think it's not 

s cor. ry unreaſonable to diſſent from thoſe Men in 
1eſtio, is Particular. 3 
ela 1 muſt confeſs, if thoſe Gentlemen will inſiſt 
__ © Mitt; that the Maccabees are Canonical Scriptute, 
| eſſan, ben they have an Inſtance for it, but then they 
it ſo. ght to prove that Inſtance obligatory; for a- 
Du) 8 ther they have not, as both Tertullian and St. 
: an W#ſtin confeſs: And tho from Tertullian down- 
-eſſan Wards, we find that the Fathers frequently ſpeak 
then it as a Practice in the Church: Yet I do not 
whic Ind any of them that makes it a Duty incum- 
ch ha Ent on all Chriſtians by virtue of ſome divine 
aw; Nay, the Author of the Maccabees only 
Peaks of it as a commendable Thing, but ur- 
es no Authority for it; therefore ſince there is 
Pot the leaſt appearance of Scripture for it, let 
s fee what Reaſon there is to build this No- 
ion on. _—_ : 5 
No the Reaſon, upon which this Notion 
founded, is the Doctrine of a middle State 
nd Place, in which the Souls of the Juſt (for 
* hey only, in thoſe Mens Opinions, are to be 
in Pray d for) are detained till the Day of Judg- 
Onent; in which Place they are to be aſſiſted, 
and from which teliev'd by the Alms, Prayers 
nd Oblations of the Faithful here on Earth : 
ps | ST; But 
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4 But if this is the Reaſon upon which the Fl 9 
*Eice is founded, and if this Notion was nere: 
| Catholick, then I think the Practice built ub ; 7 
| ſuch a Reaſon, which was never Catholick in 4 
Fact, has no Catholick F oundation, and th: 
ſuch a Notion was never Catholick in Fact, 1 | 
| ſhall humbly offer thoſe Reaſons to confirm. 
Let us then conſider, that-the Church, as C- 
tholick, is but one Body or Society, howv- 
ever, or whenſoever, or where ever diſperſs'd o- 
ver the whole Earth; now tho this Church ma 
at ope time be oblig'd to the Obſervation of # 
ſome poſitive Laws, which at another time bind 
hot ; yet where the Reaſon of a Law, and th“ 
Practice conſequent upon it, is known, to be a- 
ways one and the ſame; then one. would be "8 
tempted to think the Effect ſhould ever follow *% 
the Cauſe: If then Prayer for the Dead is found- Cat 
ed on the Doctrine of a Middle State, and i the. 
Adam, Abraham, Jacob, &c. were Members of Bo 
the Catholick Church as well as Peter or Paul; Soi 
ſince they are ſuppos'd to be in this Interme kn 
FH diate Middle State, as well as any other; there * 
1 was ever the ſame Reaſon for Abraham to pray # 
1 for Adam, and Jacob for Abraham, and David 
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Practice, either in che Old or New Teſtament; bk 
- wWhichis very ſtrange! if indeed it be ſo Catho- 
lick as is pretended ; I cannot call to Mind a 
bore one Catholick from the Creation * 4 


'Y for Jacob, that there is for Paul to pray for St q I w 
wr phen, or Sc. Auſtin for his Mother: But not- q Th 
a | withſtanding there was ever the ſame Reaſon tha 
i for it (if the Doctrine of a Middle State be chi | one 
\\ Reaſon upon which the Practice is founded) * / 
Il yet there is not ſo much as one Inſtance for this L cre: 
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E 13.1 
Years downwards that ever practis d it, and he 
did it of his own Head without having any 
upon Law for it. 3 
ki , Chriſtianity is as old as Adam's Days; and 
that if Euſeb. Eccl. Lib. 1. Chap. 5. and St. Paul may 
ct, | be rely'd upon, Abraham, Myſes and the Pro- 
phets were Members of the Catholick Church, 
 Ca- as well as Peter and Paul: And J am inclin'd to 
how. think Abraham, Moſes, Joſeph, David, and o- 
do thers, were much better Men than our Hen- 
ma; y VIII. and yet all the Care they take at their 
on Death is, to have their Bones decently interr'd 
bind in their own Caves: They ſeem to be pan 
d the "'F forgetful of having their Souls pray'd for; no 
de al- were there Children leſs undutiful, than their 
d be Fathers were careleſs. of this great Duty; for 
ollow © not one of them can I find, that took the leaſt 
bund. Care about it. We have frequent Mention of 
nd ii their giving Order about the diſpoſing of their 
rs of Bones, but not a Word of praying for their 
Paul; Souls, or offering Sacrifice for them; which I 
terme © know not how to account for, unleſs they were 
there Strangers to a Middle State, and thought Prayers 
pray Jor the Dead of no Account; one or both of thoſe, 
David or ſomething like it muſt be their Opinion; for 
x Ke. Iwill by no means reproach them with ſuch a 
not- Thought, that they valu'd their Bones more 
.calon than their Souls; to take ſo much. Care of the 
e the one, and not to ſpeak one Word about the other. 
nded) 'F A Friend of mine is of Opinion, that thoſe 
r this great Men had no Notion of a future State; 
ment; Chriſt having brought Life and. Immortality to 
atho- light through the 0 ==by and Moſes to deter 
ind a the People from Wickedneſs, does not tell them 
400 of Hell Torments, Gc. but of Plagues, Peſti- 
„ d ee eels - 
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ſence, and Famines, and other temporal Curſes, 
as you may ſee in the 27th and 28th Chapters 
of Deuteronomy, and ſo on the contrary if they 
were obedient. Now fince the Motives here 
propos d to induce them to Obedience, and diſ- 
ſuade them from Diſobedience are all tempo- 
ral, and eoncern this Life, he thinks they knew 
nothing of à future State; for if they had, to 
tell them of Temporal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, was a faint way of perſuading, when to 
put them in mind of the Joys of Heaven, and 
Torments of Hell would have been much more 
ſtrong and obliging. Now tho' I cannot be of 
his Mind altogether in this Particular, becauſe 
the Apoſtle ſays expreſly, That they delird a 
better Country, that is, an Heavenly, Heb. 11. 
15, 16. yet I think it's plain, that the Doctrine 
of 2 Refarre&ion was not commonly believ'd a- 
mong the Jews, even in our Saviour's Days, for 
the Sadduces believed it not ; and it's proba- 
ble the Apoſtles (tho not of the Sadduces) did 
believe as little of it as they, fee Euſeb. Eccl. 
Lb. 1. Chap. 8. For when our Saviour a little be- 
fore his Paſſion had been transfigur'd before Pe- 
ter, James and Jom, whom I take to have been 
no Sadduces, he bids them tell no Man of it till 
the Son of Man was rifen from the Dead; but 

they underſtood not what the riſing from tlie 
Dead ſhould mean, St. Mark 9. 9, ro, 32. which 
ſhews they were not well acquainted with that 
Doctrine. Nay, they did not very readily em- 
brace this Doctrine even after the Reſurłection, 

as is plain from St. John, Chap. 20. 9, 25. com- 
par d with St. Luke 24. 10, Tr. and if we conli- 
der the many Arguments made uſe of by the |! 
55 Apoſtles 


— 481] 

5, 3 Apoſtles to bring Men to the Belief of this Do 
IS "2 &rine: We mult be oblig'd to confeſs that the 
CY Doctrine of a Reſurrection was not commonly 
Ic receivd, 1 Cor. 15. 12. what Reaſon is there 
if- Þ theo to think that the Perſons here ſpoken to, 
ZZ ſhould pray, that their departed Friends might 
have a happy Reſurrection, when at that time 
ve find ſo much doubting about not only the 
2 Reſurrection of Chriſt in particular, but of the 
EReſurrection in general, as appears from the 
Z 26th Chapter of the Acts? 
Hut ſuppoſe they had been all conſtant in 
the Belief of the Reſurrection of the Body; 
yet ſince it's alſo plain they thought the Body 
and Soul capable of ſubſiſting, and heing either 
happy or miſerable in a State of Separation: I 
l do not ſee the leaſt reaſon to doubt, but they 
might believe the Soul of Man capable of be- 
ing compleatly happy in the Enjoyment of 

2 God and Chriſt, before the Reſurrection of 
the Body, and yet think it capable of farther 
4 —— oC when re-united again to the 
Body. | | 
Por! very far be it from me to preſcribe to 
lafinite Wiſdom, when, and how he ſhall fit in 
judgment; how far he ſhall reward and puniſh 

the Souls of Men in the State of Separation. 
For what I know to the contrary, there may 
be no ſpecitical, but only a gradual Difference 
2 betwixt Sanctification and Glorification : Grace 
may be the Beginning of Glory, and Glory 
the Perfection of Grace: And as Sanctification 
is attain d by a progreſſive Advance in Faith 
and Obedience, ſo it may be, our moſt Mer- 
eiful God may ſo diſcover his Divine Se f to 


Man, 


A. 
Py 
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wats” 
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f . 
Min, that he may be ſaid to be making 4 Pr. 
progreſſive Advance in Glory, even to the long-E 
eſt Eternity: This I ſay, may be ſo, for what I 
know to the contrary ; but I dare not poſitive- 
ly aſſert it, or abſolutely deny it; therefore, 
leaving this, I ſhall go on to conſider, what 
Reaſons the Scripture will afford us to believe, 
that the Souls of the Juſt now. departed, are 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, enjoying the Re- 
wards which was due to their Labours : For if 
this be ſo, I cannot imagine on what Founda- 
tion Prayers for the dead ate founded. 
To begin then with Moſes, he was dead long 
before our Saviour was on Earth, Dent. 34. 5. 
and Elias, call'd alſo Elijah, 2 Kings 2. it. ne 
was taken up alive into Heaven: Now there ies 
not the leaſt probability that they were de- 
tain'd in an Intermediate State, and Middle Place, 
for, of one it is expreſly ſaid, he was taken 1 
into Heaven; and it's probable St. Luke thought 
them in a Glorified State, ſince they ſo appear'd 
at our Saviour's Transfiguration, Luke 9. 30, 31. 
and Biſhop Hacket on this Text ſays, © Enoch 
e and Elias, the Patriarchs, and Prophets, and 
ce all juſt Men, who are dead in the Love of 
« God, went to Heaven locally, as to their 
e Place, and to Heaven figuratively, that is 
1 « to Joy and Happineſs. . 
1 In the 16th of St. Luke 22, 23, we read of | 
an uncharitable rich, and a neceſſitous poor Mc 
Man: Men very differently circumſtanc'd in 
this World ; the rich as well as the poor Man 
died, but in the other World they exchang'd 
Conditions, one being in Hell for his Unchari- 
--5!egeſs, the other being by Angels tranſlated- 
| | to 
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to Abraham's Boſom,, That, i to, Haven, ſays 


1 f 33 r. . Bilhop, Uper,. Perkins, pes 
g- | F r. Burket,, &c. An our own Book of, Homi- 
1 3 # ler int 0 the bargain. declares (3d Part of the 
8 Fx Prayer) Fra, Thorns Souls US Jen fo 
re, Jon as 13 Jep PIR 575 om the be Body, go 8⁰ Fae 
at ways to, Heaven or el. Secondly, 42 
ve, ae there either rewarded or puniſb d, 7755 the Re- 
re, | | | = \Thirdly Ys That their Condition is un- 
al hangable; and farther aſſerts that this Doctrine 
ie s agrecable to Scripture, and particularly to the 
* place now under con ideration, And Dr. Ham- 


ix pond oh the 26 v. ſays thus, ; there 
is an Irreyerſible Decree paſs'd upon you 
ng WF (that is the rich Man) and all ſuch (mind that 
9 * © Reader) and it's not poſſible for all the Saints 
'2 In Heaven, to yield or 8 any relief for 
vou, or for you, to, get releaſe one Minute 


c- e out of that Place. And our Church in the 
TE2 [ Emily againſt the Fear of Death, ſays, cc That 
4. T Death ſhall be to the Righteous no Death ar 
97 . * all, but a Deliverance from Death, from all 

'*. * Pains, Cares, and Sorrows, c. and the ver 
4 4 * ry entry into Reſt, and a beginning of Ever- 
4 5 4 ” E lating Joy, 4 taſting of Heavenly er 
5 c © ſo great, that Ren Tongue is able to ex- 

0 © prels, neither ye to ſee, nor Egr to hear 
ir | oF 'J them; ns, hor any carthly Man's Heart to 
1 4 conceive them, &. And in the Second Part 
* 5 the Sermon . againſt the Fear of Death, ſays, 
or. - Our Life in this World is reſembled to a Pil- 
RT... e in a ſtrange Land or Country! far from 
od, We haye a Courage and Deſire, rather 
21 „to be at Home with God and our Saviour 
.. - Ghiriſ far from the Body (thar i is oui of; the Be- 
ed · 4 1 C #210 >. 


181 „„ 
ch hy a Separate State) where we may behold "Nt 
© Godhead a he is Face to Face to our 
« everlaſting Comfort. Theſe be St. Pauls 
c Words in effect, 2 Cor. 5 wheteby we may 
4a erceive, that Death, delivering us from our 
Bodies, doth ſèend us ſtreight home to out 
ic Country, and maketh us to d well Preſeutly witin 
© God for ever, in everlaſting Reſt and Quiet- 2 
&* neſs. What loft the Thief (that hay on the 
“ *Crofs with Chriſt), by his bodily Death? Nay, Þ 
* how much did he gain by it? Did not our 
« Saviour ſay. unto him, this Day ( for ſo Bea 
_o- ſays one Copy has it) ſhalt thou be with me in Pa- 
« radice ? And Part the 3d farther ſays, After 
this Tranfitory Life is ended, we {hall live 
* for evermore in the Preſence of God, in 
e Joy and Reſt, &c. And fo concludes this ex- 
cellemt Homily with an Exhortation to conſider, 
« that blefſed and comfottable State of the 
© heavenly Life to came, and the ſweet com- 
* fortable Condition of them that depart in 
* the Lord, how they are deliver'd from the 
* continual Encumbrances of their mortal and "'F: 
* ſinful Bodies, Cc. to live in Peace, Reſt andi 
« endleſs Quietnefs, in the Fellowſhip of innu- - 
< merable Angels, and the Congregation of 
perfect juſt Men, as Patriarchs, Prophets, , 
* Martyrs and Confeſſors; and finally into the 
<- Preſence of God and our Saviour Jeſug Chriſt. 
This is the Doctrine which our Church teaches, Þ 
and this is no new Doctrine, for Juftin Mar- 
er, St. Cyprian, and others of the Fathers have 
long ' ſince aſſerted the ſame thing, as I ſhal! ; 
thew by and by. Nay, it's no other than St. 
Paul, and St. Juin have taught us in the holy 
Scriptures. e Fo 
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Are ode 
ven, nor no 
2 Men in that bleſſed Place. 333 
HhBeeſides, if there be no attaining to the bea- 
tifick State before the Reſurre&ion, I cannot 
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For St. Paul tells us of things in Heaven à8 
well as on Earth reconcil'd to God by che 


Blood of Chriſt, and gather d together in one 

Body the Church. Eph. x. 10, Col. 1. 19, 20, 
Now I demand what Fam of Chriſt s Redempti- 

on is in Heaven, · if ſom 0 

2 there 7 St. John ſpeaks of part of Chriſt's Re- 


ome of Mankind be nar 


demption being in Heaven following the Lamb, 
where-ever he goes, Rev. 14. 4, and Chap. 5. 


we read not of juſt Men, but the Spirits of ju 

Men made le Heb. 12. 23. aud Chap. 11, 
39, 40. of the Patriarchs being made perfect 
with us, all which put together, will make 2 
Sound, if there be no Souls in Hea- 
Perfection of the Spirits of juſt 
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imagine why our Saviour ſhould promiſe the 
Thief, that he ſhould be with him that Day in 


Haradice, or the Third Heaven, for they are 8y- 


nonimous, às appears from St. Pauls Words, ⁊ 
ED Cor. 12. 2, 37 4. And if it he ſo, as Dr. Hams 


mond, Biſhop Eber, Birket, Biſhop Huctet, and 
apt pur own Book of Homilies aſſert, then my Anta- 
o the 1 

hriſt. 


ches, 


oniſt will allgw me, that there God is to be 
een and fully enjoy d, and if it be not ſo, I 


deſire him to diſprove it; which if he cannot 
do, he has fully declar d, that the Fathers of 
7 the O/d Teftament are in that Place where God 
is to be ſeen and fully enjoy d. 


. * . 
Wn 
——_ - 
1 


The Thief on the Croſs in all probability 
had heard Chriſt tell Pilatè that he was a King, 
tho his Kingdom was not of this World ; which 
C 2 made 


1 ” [. 46 } 
11 bim dente to be remembfed by him when he 
N came into his Kingdom; to which Requeſt 
4 Chtiſt makes him a Promiſe of having the thing 
tha: Day Which does not look much like an 
Mother of Zebede#s Children ſeems to have XK. 
juſt the ſame Notion of Chriſt's Kingdom: St. 5 
Mat. 20. 20, 21. where ſhe Petitions for her 
Sons, to fet one on the right Hand, and the other * 
on the left Hand of Chrift in his Kingdom of Glory, % 
for ſo St. Mark words! it, Chap. 10. 37. Nay, 4 
Chriſt himſelf ſeems to allude to this Senſe, dt. 
Luke 24. 25, 26. So that all things duly con- v. i 
1408 ſider'd, I think it's plain the Thief and Zebe- fi 
lll  dee's Wife intended:the*Kingdom ef Chriss, hieb 
1 was not of this World; and” therefore, when tra 
4 Cbriſt promis d the one to be with him that to 
4 Day in Heaven or Palullice, he was far from 
44 fixing Him in a Middle Place. 
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St. Sep hen alſo in the 7th of the Aci ſeems 


14 to reſign up his Soul into the Hands of God 
8 whoxave it, according to that of the 12th of Þ 
1 Eccl. and the th v. Now according to this 
latter Text, the Spirit is ſaid to go to God, WW 
when the Body goes to the Duft, there is no 
' |. [_ Foot-ſteps of being detain'd in an Intermediate 
5 State and Middſe Places. And St: Paul (if Imi- 
vs ſtake not the matter) wonderfully overlooks WM 
this Middle Placo, when he defires to be diſ- 
ſolv'd that he might be with Chriſt, Philip. 1. 
215 22, 23, 24, and I ſuppoſe Chriſt was not 
in this Middle State or Place; and yet St. Paul 
expected to be with him, even when he was F* 
Separated from his Body of Fleſh, to be wit * 
Chriſt, was the better Condition which . F 

Ds ——— Paul 
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as) expected to „de m Aben Separated” from 
be Body: And if this Text be not enough to 
hew the Apoſtles Mind about the Stare of the 
F Fo. - after it's Separated from the Body; he 
I Noes confidently affirm in another Place, 2 Cor. 
6, 75 8, 9, 10. that whilſt we are at home 


En the Body (and walk by Faith not by Viſion or 

Fe are abſent from the Lord; for which 

Reaſon he there deſires rather to be abſent from 

A The Body, and to be Preſent with the Lord, 


1 gd be might no longer walk by Faith, = 


y Viſion, as he plainly inſinuates in 'the'-7th 
v if then St. Paul was not out in his Expecta- 


7 


4 tions, as J ſuppoſe he was not; then was his 


Soul Preſent with the Lord, hen it was Sepa- 
4 Lare from the Body : When his Body return d 
to the Earth as it Was, the Spirit return'd to 
50d who gave it; in whoſe Preſence is fulnefs of 

Fey, and at whoſe right Hund are Pleaſures for e- 
N er more If any thing can be ſaid to be plain in 
. think this is ſo. If then there is 2 
Part of Chriſt's Redemption in Heaven, as we 
Hare ſeen before: And if there be Spirits of ju 
72 made perſect before the Reſurrection, a0 is 
St. Paul and St. John place this Perfection in be- 
ng preſent with the Lord, and following the 
Hab, Sc. when we {ball be Separated from 
1755 and walk by Viſion and not by Faith; 
nr miſt confeſs, 1 cannot {ce the leaſt Rea- 
Jon to believe a Middle State, and conſequently; 
Kannor fee on what Foundation Prajers- for the 
Dad are founded, elpeeially conſidering the 
Peripture is ſo entirely lent about it. 

If by Praying for the Dead, I could do them 


0 good, j would. be as forward to do1 it as a- 
ny 
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ay body; bur till ſuch time as I know det 1 grant 
Neceſſities, I know not what to ask for them. 4 there 
1 would not have any think this ſpoke jo - conſe 
coundly, for I am of Opinion, no Prayers will Eient 
be accepted of God, unleſs they be made in God 
Faith: Now the Scripture (which is our only V. 
Rule of Faith) being entirely ſilent about i it, |. I Pp 
do not {ce a ſufficient Foundation for Faith to Pear | 
build upon in this Particular. But then, Fre in 

Secoudly, 170 make an effectual Prayer, * 3 | os 
as will prevail with God, I conceive it ought Pract 
to be fervent :: Now that which excites us to PFrece 
be fervent in Prayer, is a decp Senſe of tlic Ln 
great Neceſſity we are under of having the Pe. Py at 
tition granted; therefore till the Saints Neeeſſ· Peart 
ties are known, we cannot with any Fervency Le 
pray for them; and if our Prayers want this Wilic: 
neceſſary Qualification, they will do them no q ere 
good ; but our ſelves a great deal of harm, But, E. th 

5 When we pray to God for any thing his F 
we ſtand in need of, either for our ſelves gr . | Free: 
thers; we ought to hope and expect that he J for 
will grant our Petitions; but then we muk P101 
ask ſuch Things only as God has promis d ta dy, w 
give; for if we do not ſtrictly obſerve this Rue, Ear 
we may ask and not receive, becauſe, we ask a- re n. 
miſs. Therefore, ſince the Promiſes of Gol ſave t 
are our, only Ground of Hope; and ſince it Pe + 
does not appear that God has promis\d any | D par 

thing to the Dead at our Requeſt, I think we Re ou 
have nor ſufficient Ground of Hope to 80 upon Puſt « 
in this Caſe, And then, 1 * 95 
Fourthly, I conceive we ought to 8 box f er ar 
God hears and anſwers our Prayers, that ſo we 


Faye 
ma, eitller continue our Prayers, if the Requel 
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be deferr'd, or return Thanks to God, if it be 
their 8 
em. there is not ſufficient Reaſons to go upon; and 
e jo- 0 7 what we do without having ſuffi- 
will 3 Client Þ 
od with a reaſonable Service. 
Well, but it Prayer for the Dead be a wor- 
ipping God, without ſufficient Reaſons to 
dear us out, then all the Primitive Chriſtians 
ire involv d in this Fault, if a Fault it be? to 
which I ſhall return this Anſwer. It is not the 
practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, but the 
precepts of the Scripture is our Rule to go by; 
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ſuch 
ught 4 
us to 
the 
e Pe- py at the laſt Day. But farther it does not ap- 
cefii- Pear to me that all the Primitive Chriſtians did 
rency , Practiſe it. St. Auſtine is cited in out Ho- 
this Wulics againſt it; and thoſe that did do it, 
m no pere divided abour the Reaſon of doing fo : 
But, o that if the Reaſon upon which they built 
thing his Practice, was not Cathotick, there does not 
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or o ppear to be ſuch a Catholick Tradition for it 
it he s fone pretend. But ſuppoſe I mould ſay it's 
muff pious Error, which began in good Wiſhes on- 
;'d ta P, which an Exceſs of Charity might in time 
Rule, Farry too far. J am pretty ſure ſome Men who 
Sk a- re now very warm for Prayers for the Dead, 
God Wave told me, and ſeveral others, that it would 
ce it pe 2 Diſhonour to a Martyr to pray for him; and 
d any particular for the Bleſſed Virgin, for they ſay, 
ik we e ought by no means to be pray'd for. And 
upon Fult confeſs, I am of their Mind in this; tho? 
Nets certain ſome of the Primitive Fathers were 
{o we Prayers for the wicked and damn'd Spirits Was 
3 available, 
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granted: Now in all thoſe Caſes, I conceive 


eaſons for, cannot be a worſhipping 


decauſe it's by that alone that we muſt be judg d 


pt another Opinion: Nay, ſome thought 


het 


HJ i 
available; which our modern Gentlemen ſeem 8 
to deny; ſo that they think, I ſuppoſe, it's no 
Crime to ſay the Primitive Fathers might, btyß 
an Exceſs of Charity go-too far. 
But for Argument ſake, we will ſappoſc # 
Prayer for the Dead to be built on the Doctrine 
of a Middle Place aud State of the Soul, if the 
it cannot be made appear that the, Primitive 
Fathers did unanimouſly believe this Doctrine 4 
in the modern Senſe of it, then there is not the 
leaſt Reaſon to think they founded the Practice 
of Praying for the Dead upon a Notion which f 
was not commonly, much lefs univerſally receiv d 
among them. No that the, modern Notion 
of a Middle State and Place was not commonly, 
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TUG, 42 4ů Bly, Ave, r 
much leſs univerſally believ d among them; I the 
Ml hope what follows will ſufficiently Vine. gai 
1 U. 88 0  Jgnatius in his Epiſtle tb the Smrneans, ſays the. 
| thus: And why have I given up my ſelf to T was 
© Death, to the Fire, to the Sword, to wild Mefſio 
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© Beaſts? But now the nearer I am to the pon! 
« Sword, the nearer I am to God. And ii Wall a 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, he deſires them, *Wible, 


Not to hinder, but rather encourage the pr ſee 


« wild Beaſts, that they may, ſays he, become rate 


„ my Sepulchre, and may leave nothing of my Wuffer 
| Body, that being dead, I may not be trouble hom 
. 6 * ſome to any. Then ſhall I be truly the Dif Nati. 
9 Vi | * ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, when the World ſhall 
Bu: not ſee ſo much as my Body——nor ſhall 2. 
1 ny thing move me, whether viſible or inviſt Mat T 
| 1208 © ble, that I may attain unto Jeſus Chriſt. Let In ti 
i! A | Fire, and the Croſs; let the Companies o Frdom 
I |. * wild Beaſts, let breaking of Bones, and tear Mitnedl 
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no F pieces of the whole Body, and all the wicked 

» by F Torments of the Devil come upon me: only 
N let me enjoy Jeſus Chriſt. Him I ſeek who 
Pole died for us; him I deſire, that roſe again for 
trine us. This is, (in St. Paul's Words, Phil. 

thei . 1. 21.) The Gain thut is laid up for me. Par- 
1tive J don me my Brethren, ye ſhall not. hinder me 
trine bon living: (nor ſeeing I deſire to go to 
t the God, may you ſeparate me from him, Oc.) 


Rice Þ Suffer me to enter into pure Light, where 
chick being, come, I ſhall be indeed the Servant of 
ein d God. Here we {ee the bleſſed Ignatius 
otion KY that by Death he ſhonld come to 
,only, Noe, not ſeparated from God, as he then was 
m ; 1% the Senſe he ſpake : He thought Death would 
= gainful t to him, becauſe that would bring him 
5 rl d the-Enjoyment of Chriſt; this Expe&ation 


elf to was, that made him aſe thoſe reſolute Ex- 
wild | Feſſions, Let Fire, and the Croſs come 
0 the 1 pon me, only let me enjoy Jeſus Chriſt ; nor 
\nd it Pall any thing move me, whether viſible or in- 
them, Wſible, that I may attain unto Chrift Jeſus; 
£ the AA I deſire to go to God, may you ſe- 
come arate me from him by preventing my Death: 
of m uffer me to be Food for the wild Beaſts, by 
double. 3 I ſhall attain unto God. But when did 


e Dil Wratius expect to enjoy Chriſt, and attain un- 
al God, after the Reſurrection? there is not the 
hall a Flt Reaſon to think ſo.; or that the Church at 


il. at Time had any ſuch Thoughts. For, 

t. Le n the. Account which we have of his Mar- 
nies of 3 Irdom, we are told, ( by thoſe who were Eye- 
d tear Witneſſes of it) that, © Being ſuddenly. taken 
ng in by the Beaſts from the World, he might ap- 
Pieces 3 


pear before the Face of Chriſt. When imme 
D * diately, 
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but attain unto the Lord whom he loved. Heres if 
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Long 
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Doctrine of a Middle Place, and Sate, ſo neithe 


not: It's much we do not hear one Word « 8 


poſtles; and of St. Peter, in the firſt Place, i: 


[26] _ 
diately, for it there follows: And this he thus 
ſpake and teſtified, extending ſo much his. 
Love for Chriſt, as one who was about to 
receive Heaven through his own good Con- 

feſſion, and the earneſt Contention of thoſe 


7 


ce 
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Cc 
cc 
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who prayed with him- Seeing therefore 
all Men fo kindly affected towards him; and 
fearing leaſt the Love of the Brethren ſhoud 
** prevent his Hhaſtning to the Lord; that is 
that they would not prevent his Sufferings and 
Death, by which he expected to attain unto tie 
Lord whom he loved. And ſo it happen'd ur 
« to-him according to his Wiſh, that he might 
the ſooner out of the World: And what then, i 
be detained in a Middle Place, and State? N 


f 


An 


not the leaſt Intimation of his being detain! 
in a Middle Place, and State, but much to tht 3 
. , {105 010, 

And as there is not the leaſt Footſtep of thi h.; 


is thete of Prayer, for his departed Soul: Br 
fore his Death we find the People praying witi 
him and for him; but being dead, we hear w- 
more of praying to God for him, which 
ſomewhat ſtrange! when we here find them {6 
ſolicitous to know whether he was happy a 


their praying for him that he may be ſo aft ; 
the Reſurrection ; this J ſay is ſtrange. 
St. Clement, in his firſt Epiſtle ad Cor. aft 
having recited the many Sufferings of Gods, 
People, in the ſeveral Ages of the World; a} 
laſt comes to ſpeak of the Sufferings of the * 


ſay I 


(274 


3 Ways, That he, by-unjuſt Envy, underwent 


e 10 $ 
h his 
n 4 


not one or two, but many Sufferings; till at 
laſt being martyr'd, he went unto the Place 

of Glory that was due unto him. For the 
ſame Cauſe, did Paul in like manner receive 


oe the Reward of his Patience for after he 
refore, had endur d many and great Affligions he 
5 and vas at laſt martyr'd, by the Command of the 
ond "Þ Governours, and departed out of this World, 


hat id 
gs and 3 
to the 
n'dur 4 
igt 


and went to his holy Place. Here we find 
thoſe holy Men, nay, and the Women too, who' 
having ſuffer d very grievous and cruel Pu- 
niſhments, have finiſh'd the Courſe of their 

ben Faith with Firmneſs; and tho' weak in Bo- 
75 dy, yet receiv'd a glorious Reward.” Now 

No Jad St. Clement been of Opinion, that no Re- 
Here Cards and Puniſhments were beſtowed before 


2taine( ne Reſurrection, theſe are very unaccountable 


Noe tk 4 Expreſſions. 
3 ˖ 1 4 Every body that has read Hermas's ſecond and 


Hird Viſions, muſt know that by the old Wo- 


— Han that talk'd with Hermas, is meant the 
* 1 hurch of God: Now when Hermas was ſad 
g wil, pon his being deny'd to ſit on the Right 
OT v4 and; ſhe ſaid unto him, © Hermas, why art 
hich A Y thon ſad ? The Place that is. on the Right 
hem F Hand, is theirs who: have already attain'd 
PDY 1 F unto God, and have ſuffer d for his Name 


Sake. But there is yet a great deal remain- 
ing unto thee, before thou canſt fit with 
them: But continue as thou doſt in thy Sin- 
cerity, and thou ſhalt ſit with them. 
ere we find ſome, that by Sufferings and 
Death, had attain d to God before Hermas had 
inifh'd what he had to do in order to attain 
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him, and'fit with thoſe which then had ſo at. 
tain'd unto him. Here again we find no 
Footſteps of a Middle Sate, and Place. But tol 
proceed, 5 n 
In the Smyrnean Epiſtle to the Church « 
Philadelphia, in which the Smyrneans give then 
an Account of the Martyrdom of Polycarp- their 
Biſhop ; who being brought to the Stake, pray d 
to God, and ſaid, O Lord God Almighty 
the Father of thy Well-beloved and Blek 
** {ed Son, : Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have rc} 
_ ceiv'd the Knowledge of thee ; the God 0 
Angels and Powers, and of every Creature] 
* andeſpecially of the whole Race of juſt Mei 
that live in thy Preſence among whici 
may I be accepted this Day before the 
«* Anda little after, but the Emulous and En 
© vious, and wicked Adverſary of the Rach 
* of the Juſt, ſaw the Greatneſs of his Mat 
* tyrdom ; and conſider'd how irreprehenfibl: 
his Converſation had been from the Bec : 
ginning; and how he was now crown'df 
with the Crown of Immortality, Har- 
ing, without all Controverſy, receiv'd his RA 
ward.” And a little farther tells them 
whoſe Death all deſire to imitate, as having 
* been every way conformable to the Goſp 
of Chriſt; for having by Patience overcome 
the unjuſt Governour, and ſo receiv'd the 
Crown of Immortality; he now, together 
with the Apoſtles, and all other righteou 
** Men, who have gone before, who with great 
Triumph, glorifies God even the Father, &«. 
Now to a Man that has no Tricks in his Head] 
nor no Cauſe to ſerve, one would think this is 
6 ven 
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ſo at very full, for immediate Rewards to the Righ- 
1d no teous, who are repreſented in a Triumphant 
But ta State, glorifying God, and bleſſing our Lord 
| the Governour of our Souls and Bodies, and 
Shepherd of the Catholick Church which is o- 
ver all the Earth. He pray'd to be accepted 
theiſ that Day before God, among the - juſt Men 
pray who were gone before, and then liv'd in God's 
ightyſ Preſence : This was what he deſir'd, and this 
Bleſ the Church thought he had received when they 
ve re wrote their Letter: For they ſpeak of him (as 
od of we before obſerved others did of Iuatius) as a 
ature Perſon crown'd, and having without all Contro- 


ch 9 
then 


t Mei verſy receiv'd his Reward ; being admitted into 
which the Preſence of God, and having attain'd unto 
ther the Lord, whom he loved, he now, together 
1 En with the Apoſtles and all other righteous Men, 
Racq being crown'd with the Crown of Immortality, 
Mar] with great Triumph glorifies God. This, I 


nib fay, ſeems to be pretty plain to a Man that has 
e Be no Cauſe to ſerve, but that of ſeeking after 
wndfy Truth. 5 

ha We have heard St. Paul deſiring to be ab- 
s Rt {ent from the Body, and to be preſent with the 
them Lord; where he might walk by Sight, and 
winged not by Faith as we muſt do, when preſent 
zoſpef with the Body, and abſent from the Lord: 
come We have heard Ignatius deſiring the Romans not 
d the to Separate him from God, by preventing his 


zethe Death; he expected to enjoy Jeſus Chriſt; he 
teouſ deſir' d to go to God; and this he ſpake, ſayͤs 
greaſy the Church, as one being about to Receive Hea- 
„C ven, through his own good Confeſſion ; and-ſo 


Jead it happen'd according to his Wiſh, that he be- 
nis 1 ing deliver'd to the wild Beaſt in the ſight of 
ver ö the 


[30 F 


che Romans, he might attain unto the Lord, | 
may o 


and receive the Crown for which he ſtrove. 


Sr. Clement, and Hermas alſo repreſent the L 
Saints departed, as Crown d and Rewarded ; | 
the he 
vwithoi 


and the Apoſtles St. Paul, and St. John do the 
ſame ; and the Author to the Hebrews tells us 


of the Spirits of juſ# Men made perfect; is this : 
to be underſtood of being in a Middle Place? II 
it is, the Saints may be perfectly happy in a 


Middle State, for any thing I ſee to the con- 
trary. For they are here repreſented to have 


attain d to Heaven, to the enjoyments of God 


and Chriſt; to be crown'd and rewarded ;. to 


live before him, in his Preſence, where is ful- 4 
neſs of Joy, and at whoſe right Hand, are 


Pleaſures for evermore; and at his right Hand 
Hermas has repreſented all thoſe to be, who 


have endur'd the Fire, the Sword, —— for the 


Sake of Chriſt 3 and this is no more than what 
the Scripture ſays, that the Spirit returns to 
God, when the Body goes to the Earth; and 
if ſo, ſays the Author of Some Chriſtian Doctrines 


reviv'd, p. 152. I can ſee no pretence for 


Praying for them. In ſhort, nor I neither, ſince 
we find the Tree ſhall lye as it falls; and we 
are commanded to work the Work of God 
whilſt it's Day, becauſe there is no working 
out our Salvation, there is no Work (either of 


our own or others) that can be done in the 


Grave, whether we are going; this is the 
Night in which no Man can work. Now on- 
ly 1s the time, now only is the Day of work- 
ing out our Salvation; for this Reaſon we muſk 
fo run the Race that is ſet before us; that 
when we come to the End of the Race, we 

: may 
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which 
in the 


ence ti 


2% 


may obtain the Crown fix d at the End of it, 
4 which is a Crown of Immortality and Glory, 


; : in the blefled Preſence of God and Chriſt in 


the heavenly Kingdom and beatifick State, 
= without waiting for the Rewards of their Pati- 
2 ence till the Reſurrection in a Middle Place, ani 
Kate, as St. Cyprian and Juſtin Martyr do more 


than once expreſly aſſert. 
= Juſtin Martyr in his firſt Apology, Chap. 8. 
tells the Adverſaries of the Chriſtians, © We 
7 © ſcorn to pnrchaſe Life at the Expence of a 
Lie, for our Souls are wing'd with a Deſire 
2 © of a Life of eternal Duration and Purity, of 
an Immediate Converſation with God the 
Father, and Maker of all things; we are in 
'2 © haſt to be confeſſing and finiſhing our Faith, 
being fully Perſuaded that we ſhall arrive at 
3 © This Beatifick State, &c. At this beatifick 
State! What does he mean by This? Why the 
Life of eternal Duration, which he, and the 


this was the beatifick State they were fully 
4 perſuaded they ſhould immediately arrive at, 
if they continu'd faithful ro Death, they ex- 
[7 pected immediately to receive a Crown of Life 
of eternal Duration. And farther in the ſame 
7 Apology, Chap. 12. he repreſents the eternal 
Fire of God's Wrath, to be fix d at the end of 
the Wickeds Enjoyments : © Who would make 
the bold Adventure to embrace the Pleaſures 
i J of Sin for a Seaſon, ſays he, with his Eyes 
t upon eternal Fire at the end of the Enjoy- 
r ment? Who would not ſtrive all he could to 
s check himſelf upon the brink of Ruin, and 
: | . „ 
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2 Chriſtians in his time expected; a Life of im- 
mediate Converſation with God the Father; 
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Vengance, Cc. Again, Chap. 28. he re- 
preſents the wicked to be in Torments, but 
the good free from Pain, and in a bliſsful Con- 


dition. And in his 83 Chap. of the ſame Apo- : « exp 
and 
( ſeei 
come 
in ſec! 
1 Expee 
* our Souls in Common Prayers, both for our dür e 
q iy? / 
e, w 
if thi 
think 


lag), ſpeaking of the Intent of thoſe Words, J 
am the God of | Abraham, the God of Iſaac, &c. 
The Deſign of thoſe Words is to prove, ſays 
he, that notwithſtanding theſe Men were 
dead, yet were they in a State of Happineſs. 

And in the 85 Chap. ſpeaking of the Common 
Prayers of the Church, he ſays, We pour out 


« ſelves, for the Perſon Baptiz'd, and for al! 
« others all the World over, &@c.” But not 

ne Word of Praying for Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Cc. It ſeems they were nor pray'd for in the 
Common Prayers of the Church, being ac- 
knowledg'd to be in a bliſsful Condition. And 


if St. Cyprian was not of the ſame Mind, I | 
know not how to take Men at their Words, if Þ 


they ſay one thing and mean another. 

In St. Cyprian s 6th Epiſtle, which he ſent to 
Sergius, Rogatianus, and others, then Suffer- 
ing tor the Name of Chriſt, he puts them in 
mind, that Suffering for the Cauſe of God, had 
ever been the Fate of good Men from the be- 
ginning ; and tho”. they were not aſſur'd that 
God would always exert his Power in their 
- Deliverance here, as he did in the Caſe of 4- 
nanias, Azarias, and Miſael, Daniel and others; 
yet they were ſecure of his Favour in the next 
Life, and ſo entertained themſelves with The 3 
ur 


to adorn his Mind with ſuch Virtue . as Þ 
might give him Admiſſion to the good things 
of God, and a him from everlaſting | 


7 4 RE 
% 5 r * NN — 
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ard Hope of Eternal Glory. Let this Faith 
of theirs, make due Impreſſions upon us allo; 


ings J let it be the ſubje& of our Meditations Day | 


ung Bl and Night, and let our Hearts be, as theirs 
I BW ere, devoted to God, ind to his Service; 
F< lct'us deſpiſe things preſent, and look up to 
s our future Inheritance; even to the Joys we 
expect in the Kingdom of Glory; the Embraces 
„ and. Welcome we ſhall receive from our 


s ſeeing God. But when did they expect 
thus to be admitted to the Embraces and Wel- 
come of the Lord, and the Bliſs they expected 
in ſeein ien were they to fix their 
4 Expect ons on their future Inheritance, even 
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arrive at lach Glory, to become a 


G64, and partake with Chriſt In- 
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Fi engt of, obe after the Tormients 
ngs of this preſent Life? 


$ i Ta. {1d 1 | ien WAA SLES . : . 3 
7 © Awichvife.torm and threaten us, we have Chriſt: 


E 


yu» 


Lord, and the Bliſs we {hall partake of in 


gain in the Cauſe of God is ſnatch'd out of 


e L341 
' © has an ample Recompence in the Renovati- 
ce on of his Nature, and thence in an eternal 
weight of Glory. The Conſideration of 
which makes him conclude : © How exceed- || 
<« ingly great is the Dignity of going hence in 
Joy and Triumph, ſuperior to all the Diffi- 
culties of the Paſſage ; to cloſe in a moment 
thoſe Eyes, which had here no better En- 
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him to himſelf before the Onſet, the Fa 


will not (he may aſſure himſelf ) ge 
warded. God, his Judge will forthw 


him to wait for it (from his Death to his 


* the Victorious; which in the 


1 w more peacca” 
dle and ſettled Seaſons of the 


Church, is awar- 


* ded to tue truly Conſcientious. So that it 
appears, he did not think this the particular i 
oncluſi- 
on 


 Priviledge of the Martyrs; for in the Conel 
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ditate on them Day and Night. If the 
Soldiers of Chriſt be found thus arm'd, 
and prepar'd to encounter the Aſſaults of 
Perſecution; tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould 
be ever foil d by them, or if God ſhall Ca! 
ith which 
had fitted him for ſuſtaining the ſhock of it, 
go unre- 
| ith aſ- 3 
ſign him his Recompence, without ſuffering 


Reſurrection, ſays Dr. Marſhal) for in the 
Caſe of Perſecution, the Crown is given to 
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on of his roth Epiſtle he gives the ſame Privi- 
ledge to the white Crown of good Works, that 
does to the purple Crown of Martyrdom. 
They that will give themſelves: the trouble 


of conſulting the Anſwer to Nubes Teſtium. * 
57. will find St. Chr yſoſtomę fully of my Mind, 


that the Souls of the Juſt are bleſſed, as ſoon as 


tranſlated hence, becauſe they go to Chriſt and 


are always with their Heavenly King, where 
they no longer by Faith, or at a diſtance ſee 


him, but enjoy him Face to Face. And again, 
he repreſents the Angels as coming from Hea- 
ven to fetch the Soul of their Fellow-Servants, 


2 bring them ſafe to Chriſt's heavenly King- 
om. 3 wr 

St. Ambroſe, tho he pray'd for the Soul of 
Theodofins, © yet he thought him at the ſame 


time in the Kingdom of Heaven, being ad- 


* mitted for his Piety, into thoſe Manſions in 


Heaven, which Chriſt ſaid he would go to 
his Father to prepare, into the heavenly Je- 


*.rufalem where he is now plac'd, &c. And a 


little after, he brings in the Soul of this great 
Emperor repleniſh'd with the holy Ghoſt, 


mounting up into Heaven, and telling the An- 
gels and Arch- angels, that the Love of God 


had been his Employment here on Earth; and 
after this falling upon the mention of the Reſt of 


the Sabath for the People of God, S. Ambroſe tells 


his Auditors,“ That 7. heodofrus being now whol- 


y rid of worldly Cares does rejoyce that he 


dis taken from them, and employs his Soul 


* only upon the Thoughts of the Eternal Reſt 


for bleſſed Souls. And again he tells them, that 


Thedoſius being freed from uncertain Sight, did 
3 E Athen 
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© then enjoy perpetual Light, and never-cea- |; 
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And St. Auſtin tho' he Pray'd for the Soul of a 
his Mother, © He owns his Belief that Gon had hi 
Already done for her all that he did pray for, 
6e and excuſes his Practice with a Requeſt that 
© God would approve of the free-will Offer- 3 
* ing of his Lips. So that notwithſtanding "8 
they Prayed for the Dead, it. does not appear to 
me that they did believe the Doctrine | of a 
„„ et 
I do not find that St. Cyprian's Deacon who 
wrote his Life did ever pray for his Soul; nor 
do I ſee why he ſhould, ſince he has repreſen- | 
ted him as gone to Heaven and Glorified : Be- 
fore the Executioner had done his Office, he and 
repreſents him juſt going to God: In being 'F King 
Executed, he repreſents him diſpatch'd to men 
Heaven, and carrying as it were Letters of joyi 
Martyrdom to God on the behalf of his Peo- 
ple, who could not go to God in Perſon as he 
then did, tho in Will and Affection they de- 
clar'd they were willing to ſuffer with him. | 
St. Baß being-threatned by Modeſins with 

loſs of Eſtate, Baniſhment, Torment, and 
Death, reply'd, but threaten us with ſome thing 
elſe if you can, for none of thoſe things can reach s, 
Confiſcation of Eſtate, cannot hurt him that has uu- 
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— 

1 
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3 
ST 
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Pandin 


ble! 
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-cea- Wing to Joſe. —— T fear no Torments my Body vor 
and g able, to hold out beyond the firſt Stroak, and 
y of Death, twill be a kindneſs to me, for tuuill but 
r to ſcorer ſend me unto Gol. 
pen the Perſecution rag d againſt the Chri- 
1 of ans in Fance under the Emperor Antonius Ve- 
the , the Churches of Vienna and Jens, ſeem to 
b. of perfect Strangers to the Middle Place, and 
eror. Nate of Souls. For writing to the Brethren in 
ul of % and Phrygria, they 15 many Expreſſions 
had hich ſeem to have no great reſpect for ſuch 
Notion, ſee Euſeb. Eccle. Lib. 5. . . 6 
that here, ſpeaking of the many Afflictions which — 
fer- e Martyrs underwent with wonderful Pati- 1 
Ice and Conſtancy, he adds, © To be ſhort, 
r to / he, they accounted great Troubles, but | 
of a as ſmall Trifles, they haſted unto Chriſt, de- 
HK claring as Truth is, that the Paſſions of the — 
who preſent Times, are not worthy of the Glory | 
nor which ſhall be revealed . unto us. And of 


3 


"AO 
> IT 


andina it's farther ſaid, That ſhe like a no- 
Be- ble Mother, having exhorted her Children, 2 
and ſent them before, as Conquerors unto the ij 
ing King, pondering with her ſelf all the Puniſh- = 
ments of her Children, haſten d after them, _ if 
5 of joying and triumphing ar her End, as tho | 
She had been invited to a Wedding Dinner, — 
and not to be caſt among the wild Beaſts. | 
End again, ſpeaking of one Epagathus à young 1 
lan, who had ſuffer d Martyrdom, it's ſaid [1] 
1th t him, that he was and is the true Diſciple 


Wo 


and pf Chriſt, following the Lamb whither ſoever 


bing "Fe goeth, certainly then, he was in Heaven 
75, |Fhere the Lamb is, not in a Middle State where | 
„eee... e | 

| Dr. 7 
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. L 381 1 
Dr. Cave in his Primitive Chriſtianity, p. 133 
tells us, © It was the Cuſtom of the Primitin 
* Chriſtians, to celebrate the Paſſion Days «ff 


CC 


the Martyrs, by. the Name of their Birth 
Days; the Reafon of which was, becaue f Hou 
they as they were born again unto the Pe th 
* Joys and Happineſs of an endlefs Life. The ly, 
ſame Account Origen gives (if that Book b And 
his, a very ancient Author however) wel | 
© keep, ſays he, the Memoirs of the Saints, ff 
_ © our Anceftors and Friends that die in th: e Euſ⸗ 
* Faith; both rejoycing in that Reſt which 
they have obtain d, and begging for our ſelves 
a pious Conſummation in the Faith. And 4 
© we celebrate not the Day of their Nativity 
as being the inlet to Sorrow and Temptat- 
© ons 5 and this we do, both Clergy and Pev- 1 
ple meeting together, inviting the Poor and nen | 
© Needy, and refreſhing the Widows and Or hriſt i 
_ © phans, that ſo our Feſtival may be, hath in Man 
KReſpect of them whom we commemorate |, 
the Memorial of that happy Reſt which their | 
_** departed Souls do enjoy. And in reſpect of 
** us, the Odour of a fweet Smell in the Sight 
* of God. 5 „„ 
The ſame Dr. tells us, p. 359. That they 
* thank'd their Judges that condemn's: them, Þ 
** believing that Death did but the ſooner ſend 
them home to God: If therefore we be 
© wiſe, ſays Clement of Alexandria, we ſhall lf 
give them Thanks, that are the Occaſion of WP vole 
our more ſpeedy Paſſage to Heaven; for For wh 
Death, fays he, can do us no hatm, it does Man to 
but the ſooner ſend us to God; Which could 
| —_ 


Cc 


L 39 J 

ot be true, if there were no attaining to God, 
Nefore the Reſurrection of the Bod. 
13,8 © The ſame Author tells us, how St. Peter 
ut ſeeing his Wife going towards Martyrdom, 
Ys oF exceedingly rejoyced that ſhe was returning 
Birth home; not to her Earthly, but Heavenly 
Caulk F Houſe, to the Enjoyment of God and Chriſt, 
o the me being now ready to go off from Morta- 
Tie lity, and to enter upon the State of Angels. 


o be 5 And if any Credit may be given to what 
) veer ſays, concerning Origens Lamentation 
s, k r his Shameful Fall and Denyal of his Maſter, 
1 The 


bee Euſeb. Eccl. Lib. 7. Chap. 1. Tam ſure he was 
vhict WE: enough, if not too far from praying to the 


felves Pead; when he prays to Father Abrabam, and 


And | ws, © Alas! O Father Abraham, intreat for 
with me, that I be not cut off from thy Coaſt, the 
ptatr which I have greatly longed after, yet not 


P eo 5 worthy, becauſe of my great Sin.“ And 


1 


r and nen he ſpeaks of the Saints fitting with 
Or Fri in Heaven, he does not ſpeak much like 


th n 
orate, 
their 
ect of. 
Sight 


Man that believ'd. a Middle State of departed 
. ; ( OS TO 

The Martyrs, who ſuffer d at Sebaſtia in Ar- 
nia, under Licinius, ſeem to be as great Stran- 
ers to a Middle State, as any of the former: 
or when they were ſet in a Pond of Water in a 
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they oſty Night, to be frozen to Death ; they ex- 
them, Brels'd themſelves with much Aſſurance, of ex- 
r ſend hanging that one Night, for an eternal Age 
e bc t Happineſs. The Thebean Legion alſo who 
ſhall Mer d at St. Maurits under Maximinianus and 
on ot MPiocleſan, ſeem to be abſolute Strangers to it: 
; 2 For when the Emperor had order d every tenth 
does 


N . Han to be executed, and the Officer had dif- 


SY | 
Catch his Orders: Mauritius the General i 
the 1.80 on thus beſpake them: I congrat 


In ſho 
2 imm. 
Chriſt 
e that 

e of V 
put th 


© at { moſt ckoctlent fellow Soldiers) you 
“ Cœuragè and Valour, that for the Love d 
85 Religion, the Commands of Caſar has mad 
& no Ienpreſſion upon you ; you have ſeen you 


© fellow Soldiers, with Minds full of Joy, un pected 
4 dergoihg'# glorious Death. Meth inks lar 1 
* ſee thoſe bleſſed Souls, ſtanding | before Chriſ hat th 
Tribunal; whom the Emperor's Officers jul, ſome 
* Now Baniſh d out of their Bodies, — Bu Hnings 
was abt their Sword of + Steel, that thu s mad e thei eilte 
way into the Heavenly & ingdom, as Exuperius thei ing ac 
Enſign tells them: but their undaunted mind jemſely 


maintain the Fuith And therefore when a $ 
cond-Determination had been Executed, vhs 
unanimouſly agreed to ſend this Meſſage to t 
Emperor : * Ler the diſmal Bicule der g 
_ * (ſay they) and carry this Meſſage to his blood 

« Maſter; and tell him thus; e are, | 
s. Emperor, your Soldiers We throw dow 
Tou, Avms, your” Officers will find our Right Hani 

& raked, Gut our Breaſts aim d with a true Cath 
ick Fatth. Kill us, and trample on ut, wet 
5 dauntedly yield our "Necks to the Execntione'" 
* Sword ;-theſe things are the" moſt "pleaſant to 1 

* while, ſetting light by your Sacrilegions Artem!s 

* we.haften apace to the Heavenly Crown,” Nou 
if if thoſe Men were in their Wits, as, fome Me 
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now a*Days think they \ were not, becHiſsrhe 1 > met 
Were FRE Loyal; then think they ery ge 
not think df 5 ert 2 a Midale Plas Mace, i j 
till after the Reſurre@! fore they coulMerain' 
be admitted to this Heavenly! 'Crow! Lt; Whit! Thu 


they here * 7 BUS. e eee IM 


In 


„%% 
neral lll in mort, ſo prevailing was the Notioti of go- 
grate immediately to Heaven, and the Embraces 


). yo oF Chriſt ; that it ſeems to be the very Princi- 
Ove (| | 


e that ſo animated the Chriſtians with a De- 
e of Martyrdom, becauſe it would the ſoon- 
put them in Poſſeſſion of what they ſo much 
pected and wiſh'd for, as appears from what 
Aan ſays of the Chriſtians in his Time, viz. 
hat they were a Company of People poſſeſs'd 
/ ſome evil Spirits; for this, among other 
hings with which he charges them; they are 
theilts and irreligious * ſays he, that 
ing aged by ſome evil Spirits, they perſuade 


emſelves that Death is by all means to be de- 


'S- mach 
en you 
y, un 
thinks 
Chriſt 
ders jul 
— But. 
2de thei 
us thel 
mind 
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, rhe eaven; as ſoon as their Soul is freed from the 
a eo Ll tters of the Body. If then the Teſtimony, either 
-=2 Z Friends or Enemies will convince us,.that the 
g | 5 0 | 


rimitive Chriſtians did believe; that ſo ſoon 
our Souls were ſeparated from the Body, they 
d go immediately to Heaven if good, to the 
e 


are, { 
w- d 
t Hand 
> Cathi 
We Ut 
ztroner! 
it to 1 
tempt; 
ve Me 
e the) 
cy I 
e Plats 
coul 


lr 
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ence of God and Chriſt ; that they were no 
nger ſeparated from him, to walk by Faith; 
ut to behold him Face to Face; to enter upon 
e State of Angels, and to receive their Re- 
ard, the Crown of Glory and Immortality ; 
be fix'd in the czleſtial Manſions, the New 
eruſalem, as one of the Fathers has it: Theſe, 
id ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, are frequently to 
> met with in their Writings ; which is no 
ety good Proof of their believing a Middle 
lace, in whieh the Souls of the Righteous were 
etain d till the Reſurrection. ä 


gs of the Fathers in Vindication of our 


0 


d; and that they ſhall immediately fly to 


Thus much have I produc'd out of the | Vri- 
Book 
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Scripture teacheth us, That the Souls of M 


"on this Subject, takes it very ill, that thi 
who condemn our Homilies and Liturgy as H 
rerodox; ſhould- be ſaid, notwithſtanding! 
reptoach their Mother. © Mult our prelt 


— ” 
5 


. 13 
P ook of Homilies, which by ſome are < 
damn d as Heterodox, becauſc they aſſert, 
of the Sermon concerning Prajer ; that t 


Litur 
cauſe 
this? 
ence | 
lter 5 
riſon 

ad, I 


cc 


paſſing our of their Body, go ſtraightu 


cc either to Heaven or Hell, wherefore one net 


cc 


eth no Prayer, and the other is without! 


_ © demption. And a little before ſays, I 1 8 
* the Scripture does acknowledge bur two PM 15 
ces after this Life, the one proper to the El g all 
k; and Godly, the other to the Reprobate x * 
cc | 


damn'd Souls, as may well be gather'd fre 
the Parable of Lax arus and the Rich M 
Upon which St. Aſtin ſays, Becauſe the | 
** cannot go into thoſe Places where the Wi 
ed are tormented, (becauſe the Judomt 
of God cannot be revok'd, the Sentence | 
ing nnchangeable) therefore let us not dece 
Fur ſelves, thinking that either we can ht 
< orhers, or they, vs, by their Prayers in time 
come, that is, when we are dead, c. Not 
tho' this is no more than what the Fathers: 
holy Scripture aſſerts; yet, ſome who call the 
ſelves” Members of that Church, give tht 
Mother very hard Names for ſo affertinff 
Hoh well they expreſs their Duty to her, 


eſpect 
oncluſ 
hich 1 
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To | 
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not my Buſineſs at this time to enquire; bull bats 
"cannot think it amounts to any thing leſs H. Te. 
calling her Whore, if we ſay ſhe has forall, Cite 
her Hnsband. W . 
But a certain Gentleman, in a Letter to Hemm 


ords 
any 
nay, a 
Were 


«* Litui 


[43 } 


are o Liturgy be therefore Heterodox, ſays he, be” 


cauſe our firſt was better? What reaſoning i” 


lert, | ette; aloning 1” 
pro FR) this? Why truly not very good, had the Dif- 
Is of Hence been in Compariſon, betwixt good and 
ightw: ter; but as the Difference is not in Com- 


riſon but Oppoſition; betwixt Good and 


hone d, Truth and Falſnood, Heterodox, and 
5, 1 rthodox: I do (with humble Submiſſion) think 
two Pe Reaſoning to be very good; notwithſtand- 


gall he has ſaid, or as I believe can ſay to 


oY e contrary. Therefore, taking it for granted, 
er d Hat our preſent Liturgy is Orthodox, with 
ch Mepect to the Point in Queſtion Iſhall, for a 
** oncluſion, make ſome Obſervations on it, by 


Thich I preſume I ſhall make it appear, that 


1e Wie o 
ſudgme Church of Erglang's Liturgy is intirely in 
” Wy Scntiments ; or rather, that my Notions do 


xaftly correſpond with her Doctrines. 
To begin then with the Office appointed 


anner.“ If it ſhall be thy good Pleaſure 


all the: Nenn & 
| to reſtore him to his former Health, he may 


ve tht TT ASS FFC 
fertig lead the Reſidue of his Lite in thy Fear, and 
her, to thy Glory; or elſe give him Grace ſo to 
- bull take thy Viſitation, that After, what, the 


Reſurrection? no! but after this painful 
Life ended, he may dwell with thee in Life 
* Everlaſting, Cc Now can any Man of 
ommon Underſtanding imagine, that by theſe 


eſs th 
forlak 


er to | andin 
at thun Nords, After this Life, ſhe intended, a great 
as Haan) Hundred of Years after they were dead, 
ding Pay, after the re-union of Body and Soul, they 


preſWycre to dwell with God in Lite Everlaſting ? 
Litas F 2 Sure 


d be us'd in the Common-Prayer, for the Vi- 
tation of the Sick; where the Prieſt is direct: 
| to pray to God for the ſick Perſon after this 


[44] 

Sure no Man can with any Reaſon think thi 
to be her meaning; eſpecially conſidering why 
follows in the Prayer for a ſick Child; when 
after having pray d for its Recovery, if G0 
ſo pleas d to reſtore it, in order to make it: 
Inſtrument of his Glory; by doing Good in it 
Generation: It then follows ; or elſe reccin 
him or her, into Thoſe Heavenly Habitationf 
where the Souls of them that ſleep in the Lol 
Jeſus, enjoy perpetual Reſt and Felicity. By 
where are thoſe Heavenly Habitations, when 
the Souls of them that ſleep in Chriſt are? Cer 
tainly ſhe thinks it to be in the Kingdom « 
Heaven, where Chriſt fitteth at the Righ 

For in. the Prayer for a ſick Perſon pal 
hope of Recovery, which immediately follouf 
this, it is ſaid, © Yet foraſmuch as in all Ar 
© pearance the time of his Diſſolution dra: 
eth near, ſo fit and prepare him, we beſeect 
** thee, againſt the Hour of Death, that 2 
ter his Departure hence in peace, and il 
de thy Favour, his Soul may be recieved into thin 
* Everlaſting Kingdom; we ſee the Prayer is nd: 
made for the recieving the whole Man aft} 

the Reſurrection; but 55 the Reception of h 
Soul after his Departure among the Souls of thoi 
who ſleep in Chriſt, when they are ſuppos( 
to be in God's Everlaſting Kingdom, or th 

Heavenly Habitations before ſpoken of. 8 
that it's plain, ſhe takes God's Everlaſtin 

Kingdom, and the Heavenly Habitations, t 


be the Place, where the Souls of the Juſt er 
9 


joy perpetual Reſt and Felicity. 
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80 again, in the very next Prayer, O Al- 
mighty God, with whom do live the Spirets of 
q Men made perfect, when? before the Re- 
jurre&ion + Yes immediately, ſays St. Cyprian, 


Immediately. lays Juſtin Martyr, Immediately, 


ſays che Church of Smyrna, Immediately: ſays, 
Julian, Immediately ſays the Thebran Legion, 


immediately ſay our Homilies; and if I mi- 
ſtake not, St. Paul, and St. John ſay no. leſs 
than Immediately, after they are deliver d 
from their Earthly Priſonn; We humbly com- 
mend the Soul of this thy Servant, our Bro- 
© ther, into thy Hands, as into the Hands of 
« a moſt Merciful Saviour; moſt humbly be- 


cc ſeeching thee, that It (that is his Soul on- 


iy) may be preſented pure in thy Sight, and 
* without Spot before thee? But when was 
all this to be done, after the Reunion of Soul 
and Body? No, for the Prayer reſpects the 
receiving of the Soul only; as is plain from 
the Collect in the Communion of the Sick; 
where it is ſaid ! And whenfoever his Soul 
„ ſhall depart from his Body, It may without 
* Fpor be preſented before thee; which are very 
odd Sort of Expreſſions, if ſhe thought the 
Souls of the Righteous were to be detain'd in 


a Middle Place, and State, till after the Reſur- 


rection, before they could be made Perfect, be- 
tore they could be preſented without Spot be- 


| fore him, and in his Sight; before they could 


be admitted into his Everlaſting Kingdom, 
and the Heavenly Habitation: Theſe Expreſ- 
tions, I ſay, do not ſeem to me to ſpeak ve- 
ry much in Favour of the Doctrine of a Middle 
Kate; ſo that] find myſelf ſtrongly tempted to 
TEENY Ko believe 
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believe, that the Liturgy and Homilies of the 
Church of England, are as Heterodox as my {elf 
inthis Point. If then Men will call themſelves 
Members of the Church of Erglazd, and yet 
openly condemn her Articles, Liturgy, Homilies, 
Cc. 1 would fain know, what Sort of Church 
they would have the World believe her to be? 
What, is ſhe a Church that has no Faith ? Or 
has her Faith no Form? If it have, where ſhall 
ve find it? In whoſe Cloſet js it confin'd'? But 
it is a Church without Faith, and without 
a Form: From ſuch a Church, Good Lord 
deliver me, bai e any; q 
If the farther Teſtimonies of Modern Au- 
thors, would be of any Service in this Caſe, 
| how eaſy were it for me to fill a Volume with 


ſuch: But as nothing they can ſay, can make A 
any Thing either true or falſe, which was not Ban 
fo before they ſaid it: So 1 ſhall at preſent Vit. 
content myſelf with what has been ſaid; ſub- Four 
mitting it to the Cenſure of the Learned 
World, hoping that ſome kind Hand will at- A 
tempt the refcuing me from the Entanglements in t 
of this Error, it an Error it be: And as! Tear 
ſaid before, ſo ſay I again, I will retrench Pan 
this, and all other Errors which I may poſſi- Aut 
| bly hold, and return the kind Hand, that does Pen 


the kind Office, my hearty Thanks. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| Juſt Publi ſb d. 


N Anſwer to a Printed Letter, ſaid to 
be Written by Mr. Leſley, againſt Al- 
terations or Additions to the Liturgy of the 


Church of England. In a Letter to a Friend. 
Price Four-Pence. | Is | 


A Rod for Cold Doctrine. Or, Bango: 
Bang d, by a Layman. Vis conſili expers mole 
ruit ſua, Hor. carm. Lib. III. Ode IV. Price 


Four-Pence. 


A Preſervative againſt Comprehenfion, Where- 
in the Heretical Notieus of Judge Hale's New 
Tear's Gift, and ſome other late Latitudinarian | 
Pamphlets are Examin'd and Confuted. By the 
Author of the Bulwark Storm'd. Price Eighteen 
Pence. _ SC 


All Sold by J. Morphew, near Sationers s- 
Hull : . 
There is now in the Preſs, and will ſpeedil 
be Pabliſh'd, The Liturgy of King Edward V 
with a Preface ſhewing the Reaſcn of the 
Publication of it at this time, 
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